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Kate Lacey’s ’Feminine Frequencies’ is an am-
bitious work which aims to recover a forgot-
ten chapter in media history: the story of
women’s involvement in early German ra-
dio. Lacey is specifically interested in exam-
ining how the emergence of radio as a new
technology converges with women’s entry
into the public sphere as citizens and work-
ers, and how these modern occurrences influ-
ence one another. Separate departments for
women’s programming - with programs of-
ten conceived and executed by women - ex-
isted as early as 1924, providing women with
an opportunity to shape women’s program-
ming as well as the overall character of the
new technology. At the same time, the pub-
lic medium of radio penetrated the private
sphere in a way in which no other medium
had, presumably influencing women within
the home.

The result of Lacey’s efforts is an inter-
esting, complex, and well-documented work.
Despite its somewhat idiosyncratic organiza-
tion, ’Feminine Frequencies’ presents an ex-
cellent overview of women’s involvement in
German radio from its birth to the end of
the Nazi era. Beginning with a discussion of
the importance of the media in creating dis-
courses which shape the public perception of
reality, Lacey demonstrates how radio passed
by early opportunities to become a truly
democratic modern technology of communi-
cation, and yet did help to mediate women’s
entry into the public sphere as producers,
workers, and consumers. Although specifi-
cally political programming was not permit-
ted throughout most of the Weimar Republic,
programs produced for and starring women
contributed to both sides of the battle over
women’s „proper“ role by portraying success-
ful women in the public sphere in special pro-
grams or by highlighting female announcers,
while at the same time addressing women pri-
marily as housewives and consumers.

Lacey’s research on the Frauenfunk is par-
ticularly interesting, as she hints at the pro-
gressive hopes for education and solidarity
among women which existed in some re-
gional programming, especially in Hamburg
and Berlin. This glance at women’s influ-
ence within programming is continued by
a short excursus into the remarkable career
of Carola Hersel, a young German woman
who began a career with the Deutsche Welle
after writing a letter complaining about a
lack of suitable programming for girls and
young women and offering her services to
help remedy the situation. Lacey seems to
feel, however, that the negative aspects of ra-
dio for women outweighed the possible pos-
itives: women were still addressed primarily
as middle-class housewives and consumers in
most of Germany, and not as citizens or intel-
lects, and men were still generally in charge
of final decisions on programming and pol-
icy. In addition, no attempts at supra-regional
coordination of programs for women was at-
tempted.

’Feminine Frequencies’ continues tracing
women’s radio into the Nazi era, where an
end was finally put to all progressive hopes
for women’s radio through government pro-
paganda, quickly followed by the more palat-
able dance music popular throughout the
Nazi era, and war news. Lacey here demon-
strates how the national listening community
radio helped to create was taken advantage
of for purposes of propaganda. Although she
holds out hope for the democratizing poten-
tial of the media, few indications are given of
any democratizing tendencies which radio ac-
tually brought to the Nazi era.

Lacey concludes with a discussion of public
sphere theory within which her conclusions
can be framed, finding Hannah Arendt’s the-
ories of performative politics and an agonis-
tic public sphere more productive than Haber-
mas’ more commonly used public/private
distinctions.

Having managed to overcome the myriad
difficulties involved in researching a work of
this kind, Lacey’s ’Feminine Frequencies’ is an
interesting and informative scholarly contri-
bution to Women’s History, Communications,
and the study of the Weimar Republic.

Stefana Lefko
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