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The editors of this book have selected and
put together various articles about the demo-
cratization processes that took place in Sou-
thern Europe and Latin America in the seven-
ties and eighties. There is abundant literatu-
re about the democratization processes in the-
se regions (O’Donnell, Huntington, Linz and
Stepan to name a few)!, as well as about the
post-democratization period, mostly in Latin
America, under neoliberalism. This book aims
at contributing to the existing scholarship
namely by questioning the ,pacified socio-
political space” (p. xi) that apparently the de-
mocratization processes achieved by exclu-
ding violence both from state and non-state
actors. In other words, the book aims to dis-
cuss the role of violence in the democratiza-
tion processes by asking whether the change
from an authoritarian to a democratic regime
actually reduced its use in countries where
violence has been institutionalized and ,,nor-
malized”.? If this is the case, it asks what
mechanisms are used to reduce violence and
achieve peace. If this is not the case, the book
asks how existing forms of violence should be
understood.

In the attempt to not fall into a mere ,,collec-
tion” of articles, this book addresses the
abovementioned questions within a metho-
dological, multidisciplinary, and comparative
framework that enables the understanding of
violence, or not, during the transition period.
According to the editors, this book sets out
methodologically to analyze and compare the
interactions of the different transition proces-
ses of the countries in Southern Europe and
Latin America, that is,it perceives the diffe-
rent democratization experiences as ,,connec-
ted history”. The articles are organized and
structured around four main themes: a) me-
mory of past violence by looking at the in-
ternational circulation of transitional models
and the state’s capacity to deal with violence

in the past through the construction of me-
morials and implementing a justice; b) con-
tested violence meaning revolutionary, terro-
rism, and reactionary groups that were pre-
sent during the transition processes; c) state
violence which points to the legacy of author-
itarian regimes and; d) the partial or unfinis-
hed democratization processes which threa-
ten societies with new forms of violence such
as social violence or the return of political vio-
lence.

The four selected themes that structure the
book summarize the main forms of violence
that emerged during the transition process.
The articles chosen for each theme addresses
these forms of violence through different ca-
se studies mainly on a micro level in Southern
Europe and Latin America. Thus, the first the-
me deals with the State’s attempts to deal with
past political violence by establishing truth
commissions, amnesty laws (in Uruguay and
Argentina) or laws that (re)establish histori-
cal memory (the case of Spain), which resem-
ble the Erinnerungspolitik found in Germa-
ny. Author Anastassiadis shows that Greece
differs from the rest of the case studies as it
destroyed most of its archives that accoun-
ted for the repression and violence. Instead
the state selected and left some documents
for future reference for historians. The se-
cond theme deals with the emergence of anti-
establishment groups such as subversive and
terrorist groups (mainly in Spain) as well as
the appearance of political violence and social
movements. The third theme covers looks at
the persistence of political violence during the
transition process, for instance, the violent po-
lice forces in Spain (Baby) and the military in
Brazil (Chirio). Persistence of this form of vio-
lence is due mainly to the previous authori-
tarian regimes. Finally, the last theme refers to
the ,,unfinished transition” processes mainly
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in Latin America (Colombia, Central Ameri-
ca, Perd), where the state has been unable to
establish a ,protection rack”?, in post-conflict
societies.

Despite providing empirical data in most
articles, the book remains on a micro level of
analysis. The articles fail to address the ques-
tion(s) stated in the introduction about the
persistence, or not, of violence during demo-
cratic transitions on a theoretical-conceptual
level. Baby’s article about the persistence of
state violence (through police forces) during a
democratization process comes closest to ad-
dressing these questions; the persistence of
violence in Spain under the democratizati-
on process is linked not only to the author-
itarian past, but also to the emergence of
terrorist groups, namely the Basque separa-
tists groups. Nevertheless, this article and the
others in this book remain on a micro level,
as they are not embedded within a theoreti-
cal framework for understanding the emer-
gence of violence under democratization pro-
cesses. Furthermore, the book falls short of
its main methodological aims of connecting
Southern Europe and Latin America’s histo-
ry. The articles are not linked methodological-
ly and theoretically, rather they are themati-
cally organized around the different forms of
violence that persist and/or the new ones that
emerge during the transition period.

A brief literature review in the introducto-
ry chapter discussing the different theoretical-
analytical perspectives for understanding de-
mocratization and violence (not only cente-
ring on Huntington) would have conceptual-
ly framed the book’s central questions wit-
hin a wider debate as well as provide an ana-
lytical outline. The use or prevalence of vio-
lence under democratization processes is ge-
nerally linked to: the role of elites, particular-
ly, elite pacts and/or bargaining; the opening
of the political spectrum making it difficult
to reconcile with new political interests and
groups, and; low-income, ethnically heteroge-
neous countries*. These three factors are pre-
sent in most of the contributions and it would
have been interesting to have discussed the
rich empirical data in this light, namely whe-
ther the data contributes and/or contests the-
se variables.

In sum, this book raises interesting ques-

tions regarding the role, persistence, or the
emergence of new forms of violence during
the democratization processes in Southern
Europe and Latin America. Nevertheless, the-
se questions remain unanswered. The articles
require an overall theoretical framework for
it to be a contribution on a conceptual level.
As it stands, this book is an extensive collec-
tion of articles organized around the theme of
violence, that is, its persistence as well as new
forms, during democratization processes.
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