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Introduction: 
Contested Cities in an Era 

Martin Baumeister, Bruno Bonomo, Di 

»Save Our Cities Now!« Tue Perceptio 

Early 1970s 

In May 1971, the Deutscher Städtetag, the &sc 
its convention in Munich. Hans-Jochen Voge 
mayor of the Bavarian capital and a prominen 
gave the keynote lecture under the title of t 
motto: »Save our cities now!« In his speech, 
ture of the situation ofWest German cities ~ 
sis, were threatened by a deep crisis after the e 
successes of 25 years of postwar reconstructio 
the United States, quoting President Nixon , 
one would need another American revolutior 
cities from the brink of a precipice. Munich's 
symptoms characterizing the difficult situatio 
ban agglomerations: among others, the decaJ 
historic city centers, urban sprawl and the 
districts, traffic congestion and heavy pollutic 
infrastructure in education and the public he 
equality and disintegration. Vogel diagnosed 
dimensions, which, for its part, was a manifes1 
tions in all spheres of life. He declared that tl 
decided not in the sphere of urbanism and by 
For Vogel, a pragmatic reformer and certainl, 
roots of the problems were to be found in the. 

1 Hans-Jochen Vogel, »Rettet unsere Städte jetzt!«,. 
Aussprachen und Ergebnisse der 16. Hauptversammli 
bis 27. Mai 1971 in München (Cologne: W. Kohlha 


