Contents

1

3

Introduction. . .. ... ... . .. ...
1.1 Borderlands: A Bad Name: : oo vums sms o0 ins s ams cas iwws £
1.2 A Map-Based Approach of Geography. . ....................
1.3 In-Betweens and Dead-Ends. ............... .. ... .........
References. . ... ...

Hidden and Showcased Boundaries: A Field Approach......... ..
2.1 Crossing Frontiers: Balkan Times and Distances . .............
2.2 Closed Versus Open Balkans: Political Interfaces
and Circulation Spaces. .. ...,
2.3 A Four-Seasons’ Approach to the Balkan Borderlands. ... ... ...
2.3.1 June-July 2000: Summer Memories of Dalmatia
and Bosnia ... ... ...
2.3.2  August 2006. The Pannonian Plain Around Pécs
and Vukovar. ........ .. .
2.3.3  1998-2006: December in Epirus and Southern Albania . . .
2.3.4 1993-2006: Winter and Spring Between (FY)ROM,
Greece, and Bulgaria. . ............ ... ... ... ... ...,
References. . .. ... ...

From Empires to Nations, 1800-2015 ... ......................
3.1 Post-Communist “Open Balkans”. .........................
3.2 Balkanization: A Structural Issue . ............ ... ... ......
3.3 A Border Obsession... Without Mapping Support .. ...........
3.4 Some Latent Microterritorial Disputes .. ....................
3.4.1 Bosnian—Croatian Litigation . . ......................
3.4.2 Croatian—Slovenian Litigation. .. ....................
34.3 Kosovan-Macedonian Litigation. . ...................
3.4.4 Kosovan—Serbian Litigation ........................
3.5 Pitfalls of the Academic Border Mappings...................

10
19

21
22

25
34

34



Xii

Contents
3.6 Some Illustrated Mistakes. . .. ......... ... ... .. .. ... ...... 71
3.6.1 The Indefinite Wildlands of the Lower Danube ......... 71
3.6.2 Ambiguous Sovereignty in the Ionian
and Aegean Islands. . . ...... ... ... . ... ... ... ... 73
References. . . ... ... 77
Balkan Border Mapping: Building the GIS Project . . . ........... 81
4.1 Chronological and Spatial Limits of the Mapping Work ........ 82
4.1.1 Defining the Balkan Area on a Spatial Basis ........... 82
4.1.2 Temporal Limits . .. ...... ... ... 82
4.2 The Geocoding Workflow: A Technical Challenge. ............ 84
4.3 Legal Independences and Semiofficial Autonomies:
Toward a Border Classification. . .......................... 91
4.4 The Structure of GIS Databases . . ......................... 92
4.5 Border Mobility, Border Uncertainty .. ..................... 93
4.6 From the Balkan to the Balkans: Graphically Modeling
the: PERINSIE wsis svs smms sww s oms st sme 5993 sme §50e a6 103
4.7 Border Resilience. . ............ ... .. ... . i 108
References. . . .. ... . . 116
“Hot Points” with a Hand Lens: The Process of Local Border

SeAIMENEAON o: s uwp s sms swr: chs 5 0ms 5 EP 00y FEES 268 § 555 485 5 4 119
5.1 Defining the International Boundary in Rhodope and Thrace. . . . . 120
5.2 Incapacitated Lands Surrounding the Lakes of Prespa

and Ohrid . ... ... .. 124
5.3 Border Uncertainty in Montenegro and Southern Serbia. ... ... .. 130
54 Dalmatian Far BAdS s oo s cums cmne sms smns cmss sms smmns ams dws 139
5.5 Wandering Frontiers Along the Lower Danube . .............. 142
5.6 The Marchlands of Banat. ... ........ ... ... ... ... ....... 145
5.7 Cross-Looks on Border Districts. . .. .............. ... ..... 149
RETCTENEES: 4 55 s vws siwos sms swms smes £53 (e a8s ¢ 855 68 0w £ 150
From Borderlines to Borderlands: A Perspective
of the Frontier Issue in the Balkans. . .. ......... ... ... ... ... 153
6.1 Defining and Defending Borderlands . . .. ................... 154

6.1.1 Uncontrolled Areas: Bandits, Gunmen, and Soldiers. . . . .. 154

6.1.2. Gresce’s Sectfity PIAONING : ;v sus s ome c.ows sms smms sus 158

6.1.3 Territorial Defense Systems in Albania, Bulgaria,

and Romania. . ........... ... ... ... 166

6.2 From Planning Models to Spatial Simulation................. 178
RETETENEES: & ss sipms smps sms 3mas smp T 003 §55 S HEE SHET §68 095 205 185

Spaces Under the Microscope: Looking Closely at Border

Fluctuations Through Remote Sensing . .................... ... 187
7.1 The Greek-Turkish Interface of Lower Evros-Maritsa-Merig . . . . . 188
7.2  Unfriendly Mountains of the Greek—Albanian Confines......... 191



Contents

7.3 Nature Protection and Tourist Flows Between Montenegro

and Albania: The Lower Bojana-Buné . . . ...................
7.4 Syrmia: A Middle Land Between Danube and Sava............
7.5 Between Ferizaj and Skopje: Post-Yugoslavian Crossroads . .. ...
7.6 Misleading Messages from Balkan Heartlands . . ..............
References. . . ..o vt

8 Broken Lands and Hurt Populations: Eastern Macedonia. .. ... ...
8.1 Why Eastern Macedonia? The Choice of a Research Field. .. . ...
8.2 Documenting the Impossible: The Methodological Challenge . . ..

8.2.1 Scale Level Mapping and Data Collection . ............

8.2.2 Mastering the Administrative Variability. ..............

8.2.3 Versatile Place Names. . ... ........................

8.2.4 Thematic Mapping Without Topographic Maps .........

8.2.5 Error Estimation and Data Interpolation .. .............

8.2.6 Bringing Solutions to Temporal Issues . ...............
8.3 Lands and People at a Crossroads: Mapping a Historical

DIVOLCE, . co5 sms ssms 556§ 003 3MMe S HE SEEE JHE 5 §%s emws wma oo
8.4 Disentangling the Ethnographic Condition . ..................
8.5 Change Sequences: Before and Behind the Mirror,

Two Worlds Apart . . ...
8.6 The Intertwined Lives of Nine Border Places.................
8.7 Perspectives on Confinement: From Demography to

SOCIOECONOIMICS .+« .« v vttt ettt e e i e
References. . . . oo

9 CONCIUSION 5 : 5wz siwws sms swms s0n s ems smms sms s ame cmme wma wmms o
9.1 Deep Times and Unlikely Territories . . .....................
9.2 Adakale: The Devil (and the Angels) Are in the Details ........
9.3 Questioned Centralities. . ... ........ ...
References. . . ..o oot e

xiii



