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On April 16, 1879 Emma Pender. wife of ca 

Eastern and Associated Companies, John Per 

Iady friends at her London house, when she 

daughter in Fiji by the Melbourne steamer. I­
nying the pacl<age was dated January 15, a § 

package interrupred Emma Pender's tea eng: 

Pender ro send her a telegram to indicate how 

arrive. While Emma Pender swifi:lv set her se 

stirred a rea time discussion among rhe ladie~ 
size of [rheir] world cruel." Pender later recal 

that it fell to the hostess ro remind her excited 

the telcgraph and ''no regular mail at all." 1 Fot 

tclegraphy and the global communications ~ 

parts of their everyday lives. Indced, Pender's 

was embedded in a world-wide sysrem of regu 

way and steamship transportation and messe 

"Jhe size of the world might have seemed crw 

Victorian London, but the global communci< 

to idealize an electric world in union in the f 
Tdegraphs are an cmblem of modernity 

ent global condirion. The establishment of ar 

nerwork of!andline and submarine cable con 

cen tury tostered the emergence of strucrures 

global scalc. World politics, a global economy 

became possible with the crcation of global co 
the telegraphs caused the most dramatic glol 

technologies of the nineteenth cenrury, as t< 

I Emma l'cndcr, "Letter to her daughrer Marion: 

pcrs, c,ble and \X'ircless ArchiYC. 


