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At this international event, supported by the
German Federal Foreign Office and the Ger-
man Academic Exchange Service (DAAD),
the organizing institutions opened a space for
different actors working in the field of Colom-
bian education policy to come together and
dialog about the role of memory and educa-
tion in the peace process. School teachers, na-
tional, international experts and NGO repre-
sentatives discussed the role of memory pol-
icy within the context of peace education and
the teaching of history in post-conflict soci-
eties.

The first day of the event was organized
as a public conference and had three pan-
els. The first panel, „The teaching of his-
tory and the transformation of conflicts: In-
ternational experiences,“ moderated by TAT-
JANA LOUIS (Bogotá) offered from an in-
ternational point of view the place of educa-
tion and, more specifically, of teaching his-
tory in the context of post-conflict transfor-
mation. In the first presentation, ECKHARDT
FUCHS (Braunschweig) discussed the role of
international textbook revision in the context
of political transition. He showed the possi-
ble challenges and analyzed the power, the
risks and the impact history schoolbooks can
have. Fuchs presented different possibilities
of historical narration on conflicts present in
the books. While there are cases where coun-
tries managed to agree on a common repre-
sentation of the past, in other contexts nego-
tiation is more difficult and result in books
where two versions of the past have to be
kept, such as the Israeli-Palestinian history

book. The question how to achieve that the
schoolbooks are actually used in history class
remains unanswered, as it turns out that bina-
tional books often find more use in language
class than in history class. In the second pa-
per, MARIO NOVELLI (Brighton) pointed out
from a global and critical perspective that ed-
ucation plays a minor role in the democracy
building programs led by the UNO and the
international community, as these programs’
focus lies mainly on questions of security. Ed-
ucation within these programs is directed to-
wards former fighters and is designed as a
peace education that concentrates on values
and interpersonal relationships without un-
derstanding the conflict’s structural reasons.
Novelli argued that the situation of not facing
the structural inequalities undermines the po-
tential of education in promoting peace with
social justice. CLARA RAMÍREZ BARAT (Sao
Paulo) then explored the aspects that have
to be considered from a perspective of tran-
sitional justice in the educational agenda in
post-conflict or post-authoritarian societies,
based on concrete examples from different
parts of the world. Ramírez Barat argued that
the transitional justice process is an opportu-
nity that allows promoting and strengthening
initiatives related to the access to education,
curricular reforms, and the improvement of
school governance, amongst others. CHRIS-
TIAN VÖLKEL (Bogotá) closed the first panel
presenting a project on historic memory of the
ProPaz program, operated in Colombia by the
German Society for International Cooperation
(GIZ). In December of 2015, the ProPaz pro-
gram had organized a visit to Germany with a
group of persons leading processes of historic
memory in Colombia, coming from govern-
ment organizations as well as from the civil
society. The purpose of the visit was an ex-
change of experiences in the field of memory
pedagogies.

The second panel „Peace Education and
Memory after Internal Armed Conflicts in
Latin America,“ moderated by LALY PER-
ALTA (Bogotá), started with the presenta-
tion given by CARLOS ALDANA (Ciudad
de Guatemala) about the Guatemalan expe-
riences in education during the 21 years af-
ter signing the peace agreement. Aldana de-
scribed the initial weaknesses in Guatemalan
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peace education that turned out to be very bu-
reaucratic, extremely standardized and apo-
litical in nature. In addition, he showed how
this historic memory converted into a tra-
ditional teaching of history (dates, persons,
events) instead of an understanding of the
events that led to the conflict. Aldana pro-
posed a comprehensive and respectful under-
standing of history and reality, as well as a
balance between an education from and for
historic memory and peace culture. IRIS JAVE
(Lima) discussed the progress and the ten-
sions that exist in Peruvian public memory
policy and the teaching of the recent past in
school. Her main critique was that the nar-
rative constructions of the Peruvian conflict
have not only simplified but also reproduced
the war without clarifying the processes that
created the conflict. Furthermore, she pointed
out how in this context the low social es-
teem Peruvian teachers have is problematic
and showed that every intent of institution-
alizing memory policy has to come out of the
teachers’ proper experience. MARÍA EMMA
WILLS (Bogotá) focused on the invitation the
Colombian National Center of Historic Mem-
ory has made in the area of memory peda-
gogy in order to open the debate and gener-
ate spaces where „those who think differently
can meet.“ She emphasized the necessity of an
intergenerational, interinstitutional dialogue,
particularly between actors with different po-
litical positions. Her presentation also in-
vited to value the pedagogic capacity of the
victims. This panel closed with a comment
of JAKOB KIRCHHEIMER (Braunschweig),
who pointed out the importance of local so-
cial disputes in the moment of promoting a
peace culture and the risk that the paradigm
of historic memory can create and immobilize
the relevant events and their meaning.
In the third panel, „What type of history
and citizenship teaching Colombian educa-
tion does need?“ moderated by ALESSAN-
DRA MERLO (Bogotá), ALICIA BARREIRO
(Buenos Aires) analyzed the historic knowl-
edge of a group of young Mapuche in Ar-
gentina and showed the necessity of includ-
ing positive aspects in the process of iden-
tity construction. She stressed the moral
dimension in the construction of a collec-
tive memory and the impact it has on the

different ways of teaching history. JAVIER
GUERRERO (Tunja) showed that the discus-
sion about the relationship between memory
and history still exists in Colombia. His pre-
sentation discussed arguments why history
is an important input in the construction of
memory. RUTH AMANDA CORTÉS (Bo-
gotá) analyzed the arrival of education and
citizenship policy in the context of construc-
tion of modern states and explained the role
of teaching values and new practices within
this context. SERGIO GUARÍN (Bogotá) com-
mented on the presented papers and got back
to the differentiation proposed by Alicia Bar-
reiro between the two intentions behind his-
tory teaching (the first promoting a critical
education towards the past and the second
justifying the creation of heroic narrations).
He pointed out that although the first option
would be ideal, the question remains whether
within society there is a desire for a criti-
cal perspective towards the past. Guarín ex-
plained that in the context of peace building
programs it is necessary to develop a feeling
of regional identity, something that is difficult
to find in Colombia due to the lack of social
fabric. Therefore, it seems that the Colom-
bian regions are far from claiming a critical
consciousness towards the past and that it is
more important to create and strengthen re-
gional identities, often built up of their „own
heroes.“

The final discussion of the day closed with
a very interesting debate about the role school
has in the transformation of society. Guarín
asserted that this has been overestimated.
School alone cannot change society nor form
social structures; it is more likely that school
reproduces the dominant social dogmas. In
this regard, it was discussed that although
school cannot be the definitive solution for
a positive social transformation, it must not
be excluded, as there are cases where school
programs aiming explicitly at peace educa-
tion prevent youth being recruited by differ-
ent armed actors of the Colombian conflict.
Higher education should also be included in
this debate, particularly in a context of transi-
tion where all types of disciplines and exper-
tise are needed.

Finally, the international experts recom-
mended for Colombia that the structural un-
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derstanding of war and peace must not be ne-
glected. These developments need decades,
cost a lot of money and have to be conducted
without the presence of the illegal armed
groups. They also pointed out that, although
the public education policy has to be legit-
imized „from above,“ it also needs legitima-
tion from below. Additionally they stressed
that the State’s institutions often are not con-
nected as they do not represent one only en-
tity, so it is very important to encourage the
dialogue between them.

The second day was organized as a work-
shop and was closed to the public. It started
with two round tables. In the following, we
present a short summary of the central top-
ics discussed during the day. The German-
Colombian Peace Institute (CAPAZ) will pub-
lish a working paper presenting the results of
this workshop in the near future.

The participants of first round table on
Peace agreement and educational memory
policy coordinated by MÓNIKA CONTRE-
RAS SAIZ (Berlin), discussed the role edu-
cation has in the peace agreement concluded
last year between the Colombian government
and the FARC. Every participant analyzed
from his/her point of view the challenges and
opportunities this agreement has had in ed-
ucation. OLGA LUCIA ZARATE (Bogotá)
suggested that a first step must consist of an
evaluation of the Colombian education sys-
tem in order to determine if it is prepared
to face the agreement’s challenges and men-
tioned the gap in school coverage that still
exists between rural areas and urban cen-
ters. JUAN DIEGO CARDONA (Medellín)
pointed out that the document does not of-
fer a clear proposal of how to articulate the
agreement within the school and university
system or how to incorporate other institu-
tional and social actors, for example families.
JORGE CELIS (Bogotá), taking into account
his experience in the Bogotá school author-
ity and the city’s statistics of interpersonal
violence, highlighted that the schools above
all are facing a crisis of peaceful coexistence.
The focus should therefore be on the school
climate. Furthermore, he stressed the neces-
sity of aligning the legislative system with the
agreement and its normative prioritization.
ARIEL SÁNCHEZ (Bogotá) emphasized that

although education is present in the agree-
ment, schools are not considered being the
central setting for the social construction of
peace and that it is not clear how to build
a stable and long-lasting peace with an edu-
cation system that deepens social differences.
All participants agreed that teachers are gen-
erally overwhelmed by fulfilling the expecta-
tions put on them in times of transition and
that they need to know not so much what to
teach, but how to teach it. Another challenge
to be faced is the promotion of civic and so-
cioemotional competencies. While the former
have a key role in political education, the lat-
ter are essential to the formation of empathy
and the awareness for the country’s reality.

The second round table about Memory
in the classroom, coordinated by TATJANA
LOUIS (Bogotá), explored the reality in the
classrooms and the impact education policy
might have, that is to discuss if and how
the abstract teaching goals defined in curric-
ula are translated into meaningful learning.
Another central question of this panel ana-
lyzed the role of the teacher in the transitional
panorama, as he / she is not an outsider, but
a part of the society experiencing the con-
flict and the structural tensions. MARIELA
SÁNCHEZ (Bogotá) described her work with
Colombian teachers and pointed out the great
interest teachers have in this new challenge,
but also the urgent plea for more support
in terms of training and teaching materials.
NESTOR MUÑOZ (La Florida) and EDGAR
ROMERO (San Juan Nepomuceno), both So-
cial Sciences teachers at Colombian schools,
agreed, but also showed in an impressive
way their personal commitment to facing the
challenge. They determined their students’
need to talk about the conflict and its im-
pact on the students’ reality. Muñoz addition-
ally emphasized the importance that the chil-
dren and teenagers have to understand their
own agency in history and the construction
of historic memory in order to make learning
meaningful. Both Muñoz and Romero agreed
on the importance of including the education
community in this process, making clear that
the construction of historic memory must not
be isolated but integrated in social practices.
It became clear that although there may be
memory projects in schools, the success and
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impact of education policy so far very much
depends on the commitment of single teach-
ers.

The final discussion of this international
conference was organized by LA TERCERA
MIRADA (Bogotá) as a collaborative exer-
cise with the participation of all contributors.
They concluded that although the political
will is essential to promoting an effective civic
education and bringing the recent past into
the classroom and other possible learning set-
tings, the knowledge of and the search for
„improbable encounters“ is also required, that
is, offering the meeting space for those actors
that under different circumstances would not
meet. Another necessity that was identified
is the articulation of the activities of differ-
ent actors. This articulation has to happen in-
side and outside of Colombia, taking into ac-
count the diversity and the possibility of in-
tegrating public and private spheres as well
as academia and the community. Academic
and international organizations in particular,
for example Instituto CAPAZ, have a key role
in this context, because they can be the media-
tors and promotors of these encounters. With
regard to the construction of historic memory,
it has to go hand in hand with the formation of
civic competences and the generation of em-
pathy. At the same time, it should allow to
understand the structural reasons of the mul-
tiple violences that have hit the country and
still do so.

Conference Overview:

Introduction
Hugo Ramírez (Director of Departamento de
Lenguas y Cultura, Universidad de los An-
des)

Panel 1: The Teaching of History and the
Transformation of Conflicts: International Ex-
periences
Chair: Tatjana Louis (Universidad de los An-
des)

Eckhardt Fuchs (Georg Eckert Institute
Braunschweig): International Textbook Revi-
sion - Experiences, Challenges, Trends
Mario Novelli (Centre for International Ed-
ucation, University of Sussex): Peace and
Social Justice in and through Education:
Global Reflections

Clara Ramírez Barat (Auschwitz Institute for
Peace and Reconciliation): Education reform
in post-conflict or post-autoritarian contexts
from a perspective of transitional justice
Christian Voelkel (German Society for In-
ternational Cooperation): Reconstructing
historic memory in Colombia. The perspec-
tive of German cooperation

Panel 2: Peace Education and Memory after
Internal Armed Conflicts in Latin America
Chair: Laly Peralta (Universidad del Rosario)
Commentator: Jakob Kirchheimer (Georg
Eckert Institute Braunschweig)

Carlos Aldana (Universidad de San Carlos,
Guatemala): When those who teach history
want oblivion – Insights from Guatemalan so-
ciety and its education system
Iris Jave (Instituto de Democracia y Derechos
Humanos, Pontificia Universidad Católica del
Perú): Public memory policies: Progress and
tensions within the teaching of recent history
in school
María Emma Wills (Centro Nacional de
Memoria Histórica): Historic memory in the
classroom: evaluation of a process

Panel 3: What Type of History and Citi-
zenship Teaching Colombian Education does
Need?
Chair: Alessandra Merlo (Universidad de los
Andes)
Commentator: Sergio Guarín (Fundación
Ideas para la Paz)

Alicia Barreiro (Facultad Latinoamericana
de Ciencias Sociales, Argentina): Collective
memory, moral judgement and identity:
The case of the Conquest of the Desert in
Argentina
Javier Guerrero (Universidad Pedagógica de
Tunja): The peace of the bicentennial: Beyond
a war memory, for a national narrative in
service of peace
Ruth Amanda Cortés (Instituto para la
Investigación Educativa y el Desarrollo
Pedagógico): Political education and cit-
izenship in the construction of modern
states

Final Discussion
Chair: Leonardo Velazquez (La Tercera Mi-
rada)
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Introduction

Franz D. Hensel (Director Académico, Uni-
versidad del Rosario)

Round Table 1: Peace Agreement and Educa-
tional Memory Policy
Chair: Mónika Contreras Saiz (Freie Univer-
sität Berlin)

Ariel Sánchez (Centro de Memoria Paz y Rec-
onciliación del distrito)
Juan Diego Cardona (Universidad de Antio-
quia)
Olga Lucía Zarate (Programa Nacional Com-
petencias Ciudadanas del Ministerio de Edu-
cación Nacional)
Jorge Enrique Celis Giraldo (Subsecretaria de
Integración Interinstitucional de la Secretaría
de Educación de Bogotá)

Round Table 2: Memory in the Classroom
Chair: Tatjana Louis (Universidad de los An-
des)

Néstor Aurelio Muñoz (Profesor, Institución
Educativa San Bartolomé, La Florida, Nariño)
Edgardo Romero (Profesor, Instituto Normal
Superior Montes de María, San Juan Nepo-
muceno, Bolívar)
Mariela Sánchez (Universidad Santo Tomás)

Closing Remarks
Chairs: Leonardo Velazquez (La Tercera Mi-
rada)

Tagungsbericht Transitional Justice and Edu-
cational Memory Policy / Justicia transicio-
nal y políticas educativas de la memoria.
31.10.2017–01.11.2017, Bogota, in: H-Soz-Kult
01.02.2018.
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