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When did the Long Nineteenth Century be-
come the Twentieth, and the Age of Empire
one of Extremes? Dal Lago, Healy, and Bar-
ry’s book traces key anti-imperial struggles,
around which much spun, to 1916. And jus-
tifiably so. With the Irish Easter Rising as ful-
crum for national self-determination and anti-
imperial struggle this is a fitting moment for
the end of the Age of Empire. The Easter Ri-
sing’s proximity to the metropolitan hub and
that year’s First World War (WWI) nadir, the
case is strongly made across 15 contributions.
If the Easter Rising is the hub, the spokes
of conflict and cooperation connect contem-
poraneous actors, movements, and emerging
(inter-)national institutions the world over. In
this, Dal Lago, Healy, and Barry’s 1916 in Glo-
bal Context is in the finest mould of global
history.

Other approaches compete for this era’s
global moment: most of all the 1919 Wilso-
nian and 1917 Bolshevik. Erez Manela’s 2009
Wilsonian Moment, of similar scope and bre-
adth, is comparatively top-down and interna-
tionalist in tracing the ideological effects of
Wilson’s platform and person rather than re-
cognising the global agency of historical ac-
tors at all levels.1 In this, the present vol-
ume complements that diplomatic history but
outclasses it for holistic globality. In contrast,
1916 in Global Context presents serious com-
petition to the Bolshevik Revolution’s positi-
on as the event ne plus ultra of forceful ac-
tivism in the early Twentieth Century. This
volume does not dislodge 1917. It notes Le-
nin’s admission that the Easter Rising, if pre-
mature, was connected to the Bolshevik in
broader anti-imperial dynamics (p. 4). In sho-
wing how Irish insubordination to the British
Empire close to home had global connections
and reverberations it suggests that ‘the Eas-
ter Rising of 1916 was followed by a series
of anti-imperial revolts, which culminated in

the Russian Revolution of October 1917[. . . ]’
(ibid.).

This volume convincingly roots the anti-
imperial moment in 1916. The ‘temporal clus-
tering’ of 1916 as laid out by the writers
is remarkable and spans the globe. Chap-
ters ‘highlight the contemporaneity of multi-
ple anti-imperial occurrences and their links
with the Irish rebellion’ (p. 4) from Europe,
to India, Canada, Turkestan, South Africa and
Australia, in four sections.

The first section’s two chapters frame the
work by profiling the Easter Rising’s anti-
imperial, revolutionary warfare. The editors
situate the book amidst cognate research ef-
fectively, especially Keith Jeffery’s invitational
staking out of 19162 as crucial to the imperial
destabilisation of WWI. The seriousness of the
Rising arises from the combined role of mo-
dern communication technology and tactics
with democratic and elite politicking for anti-
imperial self-determination and invigorated
nationalism. Hoyt’s chapter emphasises the
rebellion’s ‘very Irish’ nature to show how its
distinct, irregular character ramified its glo-
bal import, along with the (counter-)insurgen-
cy’s dilemmas. The learning and revolutiona-
ry creativity of secret organisations heralded
a new era with novel guerrilla methods of in-
telligence, organisational security and service
provision to yield ‘a model of national resis-
tance[. . . ] viable even today’ (p. 27).

In section two, ‘The Atlantic World’, aut-
hors localise anti-imperial struggle via the
Easter Rising’s coverage in Quebec’s press,
the Great Migration in the United States, di-
verse confluences of nationalists in New York,
and the 1922 Rand Rebellion’s Irish connec-
tions. For example, Courtois assesses covera-
ge of the Irish struggle in Canada’s press, sket-
ching it away from Irish diasporic ‘lack of res-
ponse’ to French Canadian sympathy and re-
solve to ‘normalise’ French Canada’s own re-
sistance to the British Empire. His use of sour-
ces to exhibit significant diversity of religious,
linguistic and political affiliation is dexterous.
Brundage depicts the broader anti-imperial
global context of prominent activists and or-
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ganisations connecting and agitating across
borders for self-determination in the hotbed
of New York.

Happenings in North Africa, Asia and
the Pacific open with Provence’s accessible
overview in section three of how imperial
anxieties and powerplays (‘the harsh reali-
ties of 1916’, p. 100) devoured national self-
determination in the Middle East in con-
trast to other regions. He attributes fran-
tic—but successful—reassertion of imperial
power to British calamities of 1916, seeing
proxies (including the abortive Arab Revolt)
as poor substitutes of genuine national self-
determination and recognising that propa-
ganda and resources ‘provoked a range of de-
sperate responses’ (p. 102). Sadly, Provence
does this with blunt state-centrism and few
sources.

O’Halloran’s ‘Tempest in a British Teapot’
is incisive on rivalries between the Arab Bu-
reau, Whitehall, and India Office. It details
interdepartmental squabbling over the sali-
ence of pan-Islamism as against nationalism
to show how British policy saw subject orien-
tals through communal lenses of almost mys-
tical fogginess. Ross’ ‘Dublin to Turgai’ is a
novel account of ‘small nations’ discourse in
Russian-Muslim reportage. She depicts how
Turkic press, publishers, readerships, and ac-
tivists took different lessons for anti-imperial
revolt in the Easter Rising, according to chan-
ging local conditions. Segesser’s short cont-
ribution deftly complicates Irish-Australian
politics. It refreshingly holds climatic condi-
tions and imperial politicking in global wheat
markets to account for the 1916 Conscription
Referendum loss as much as diasporic con-
cerns arising from complex loyalties to Empi-
re and local Australian communal identities.

In beginning section four’s treatment of
continental Europe, Bell provides an ‘ideolo-
gical audit’ (p. 161) of British labour’s com-
plex relation to the Irish Question and fit-
tingly highlights female activists. Newby con-
trasts how strategies to win self-government
differed, but Newby’s best insight lies in
the contradistinction between ‘[t]rue anti-
imperial sentiment [that is] opposition to
the principle of imperialism rather than a
pragmatic nationalist reaction against the na-
tion’s own imperial power’ (p. 202). If New-

by shows how agency exercised by Irish and
Finnish activists was ‘often pragmatic and op-
portunistic’ (ibid.) towards imperial powers,
Healy’s comparison of Poland’s and Ireland’s
independence bids contrasts geopolitics: Ire-
land was ‘isolated on the western periphe-
ry of Europe’ (p. 213) and Poland occupied
an ‘imperial shatterzone’ (p. 212). Changing
meanings of loyalty, treason, martyrdom, and
the conflation of nationality and citizenship
are brought out by Wilcox’s concrete and sym-
bolic examples of ‘Trentinis’ caught between
the Dual Monarchy and assertive new Italian
nation. In this it overtures the crucial transiti-
on from Empire to Nation that undergirds the
whole book.

1916 in Global Context manages to be both
cohesive and comprehensive. It adeptly wea-
ves conflict and cooperation between strands
of propaganda, high politics, and violence
around the world. Authors forensically show
the extent and limit of transnational connec-
tions, demonstrating mostly excellent sour-
ce work and analysis across a gamut of rele-
vant and crisscrossing topics. It would benefit
from more detailed treatment of the concep-
tual frame of globality across all chapters, one
example being Newby’s insight that genuine
anti-imperialism as principle differs from op-
portunistic nationalism; how that distinction
may play out across other cases remains in
question. The book as a whole is nicely pre-
sented with few typos or errors (exceptions:
pp. 39, 66, 97, 142, 117, 120), Hobsbawm is
twice ‘Hobsbawn’ (pp. 168, 171) and quota-
tion marks in chapter titles are inconsistent
(p. 146). The book avoids grandiose claims of
ideological cross-fertilization with historical
nous; it localises and globalises to judicious
extent and effect.

That the optimism of the Wilsonian Mo-
ment and the force of the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion are attractive as international junctures
is undeniable. 1916 is their global, grassroots
counterpart. For global scope and substantia-
ted importance of transitions to extremes, em-
pire to nation, 1916 in Global Context provi-
des a benchmark both as book and as a most
significant year.
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